CLARKFORK - BITTERROOT SAR DOGS

AREA SEARCH TEST STANDARD



Preliminaries:



Dog and handler should meet proposed NASAR dog and handler expectations prior to testing.  In addition, the dog must demonstrate the ability to work in close proximity with other dogs.  Prior to initial testing in area search, each team should demonstrate proficiency in three problems as outlined below:



Hasty search problem:

 

A victim will follow a path, trail, or logging road for ½ to 1 mile.  The subject will hide (camouflaged and out of sight) within 30 feet of the trail.  The dog must locate the subject and lead his/her handler to that hidden subject.  The handler should be able to describe the dog’s alert and be able to assess the subject for injuries, etc.  The handler should be able to radio in map coordinates and should suggest any appropriate course of action.



Night problem:



A victim will hide (dark colored clothing) within a 40 acre area in a relatively moderate, open area at night.  Search should begin after dark and the victim should be in place at least 30 minutes prior to testing.  The handler should evaluate information on the missing subject, develop a plan, and search the area given according to wind direction, terrain, etc.  Handler should be able to identify the dog’s alert.  The dog should make a clear alert, perform a refind, and lead handler to the subject.  Handler will assess the subject’s medical condition and report appropriate information to the base.



Mini-area search problem:



Area to be searched is approximately 40 acres (¼ mile x ¼ mile) in moderate terrain.  One to three victims will be present (hidden or roaming) with the search area.  Time limit is 1 hour.  The handler/dog team must find all victims.  The dog must demonstrate a reliable refind.  The test will also demonstrate the handler’s skills at developing a search strategy.  



The three preliminary problems outline above should be completed at regular group training sessions.  One or two operational handlers should “sign-off” on successful completion of these preliminary problems.  Training logs and other documentation of successful completion should be maintained by the handler.  



Re-tests: 

Re-tests will not be given until the handler can show that any deficiencies have been addressed and corrected through training logs and other documentation.
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Certification Test:



The test will be conducted in an area of approximately 160 acres (½  mile x ½  mile) in moderate terrain.  Two to three victims (wearing colors that blend in with their surroundings) along with possible articles will be placed within the test area at least 30 minutes prior to the test.  They may be roaming or hidden, but should not behave evasively or walk behind the team into areas already searched.   No scent articles will be given and the handler will not know the exact number of victims.  The field evaluation will last a minimum of two hours and will end after four hours.



The test team will cover the area as in a real search.  The handler will be given a map and exact area boundaries.  The handler report to the search base with appropriate gear.  The handler will be expected to communicate with the base via radio, reporting pertinent information such as location, alerts, condition of the victim, etc.  The handler should develop and verbalize to the testers a search strategy and should be able to adjust the strategy according to shifts in wind direction, obstacles, etc. The team should cover as much of the area as possible in the time given.    



The dog may trail the victims or air scent, but the handler should be able to verbalize the dog’s actions.  The dog should eagerly work to find all victims and should have an identifiable alert and refind.  If a dog does not do a refind, it is an automatic fail.  



After the test has concluded, the handler will return to the base and will be asked to give an estimate of percent of area covered (POA) and probability of detection (POD).  The handler will be asked which, if any, areas should be searched more thoroughly.  Handler will show locations of alerts, finds, and articles on a map.  Passing the operational wilderness test will be a matter of the team’s overall performance and will take into account all factors not solely the number of finds.



Evaluators:

The test evaluators will remain behind the test team and will not interfere with the team’s work.



Re-tests:

Re-tests will not be given until handlers can show that deficiencies have been addressed and corrected through training logs and other documentation.



Teams will recertify every two years.


