PRELIMINARY REQUIREMENTS FOR AREA CERTIFICATION 





Area Search - Rural or Wilderness


The Team should be able to meet the following expectations for the specific types of search applications identified.


 


 1.  Handler Expectations:


The handler understands search strategy and how best to utilize the dog in searching an assigned area.


____





The handler will identify any clues such as footprints, articles, and/or alerts seen or found.


____





The handler will protect a crime scene properly.


____





The handler physically will be able to work the required shift(s) as determined by the search manager, allowing for weather, terrain, and cover conditions.


___


 


2.  Dog Expectations:


The dog will be physically able to work the required shift(s) as determined by the search manager, allowing for weather, terrain, and cover conditions.


____





The dog will give good found-subject indication with a good refind or bark alert, even when tired.


____





The dog will not miss an obvious scent, even when tired.


____





The dog will be able to be directed by the handler to search hard to reach areas.


____





The dog will approach any subject non-aggressively.


____





Team Expectations:





The team should be able independently to search assigned areas to locate missing persons and victims.  These persons may be alive or dead; they may be on the surface, buried or trapped under rubble or debris, mud, snow or submerged under water.


____








The team should be clue aware and able to locate evidence and body parts.


____





Once assigned an area to search, the handler should be able to identify the most effective way to search an area.  Then, with the dog, the handler should be able to search the selected area, identify clues including but not limited to, footprints, items dropped by the subject, and alerts.  


____





The team will locate the clues and/or subject(s) if they are in the area. 


____





The handler will accurately locate the clues and/or subjects on a map, assess the medical condition of the subject(s) for removal and assist in removing the subject(s) as required.  In the event that a search scene is also a crime scene, the handler will protect the scene from any disturbance until appropriate law enforcement personnel respond.  After conducting the search of a designated area, if a subject is determined not to be in the selected area, the handler will identify a POD (probability of detection) to the designated staff and assess the effectiveness of the search given time, temperature and other conditions.


____





In addition to the requirements stated previously, the dog and handler as a team should have  successfully passed field evaluations which occur in their normal geographical area of work and which replicate situations they are likely to encounter.  They should be re-evaluated at least every two years.


____ 



















































































