PRELIMINARY REQUIREMENTS FOR AVALANCHE CERTIFICATION 


Area Search - (Snow Avalanche)





The Snow Avalanche search dog, under the control of the handler, should demonstrate the following:





1.  Handler Expectations





The handler is capable of competent maneuvering on snow by snowshoe or skis.  


____


 


The handler understands the characteristics of avalanche types and can determine the highest probability areas for locating subjects.


____





The handler should carry significant water for the dog, a probe pole, a shovel and wear a rescue transceiver.


____





The handler should recognize all alerts, even weak alerts, and be able to mark them on a map.


____





The handler should understand scent theory and how snow and avalanche conditions affect snow.


____





The handler should be able to work at night.


____








2.  Dog Expectations





The dog is capable of maneuvering through the snow.


____





The dog will give readable alerts.


____





The dog will be willing to work to locate other people once he has alerted and been praised


____








3.  Team Expectations 





Teams should have wilderness/rural search experience before responding to an avalanche event.


____


The team should navigate rapidly and carefully.


____





Team should not be distracted by other people or activities.


____





Teams should be physically capable, trained, and equipped to work in cold, snowy environments to locate people buried under snow.


____








In order to qualify as an avalanche search dog, a dog/handler team should have passed a problem in their geographic area which replicates a problem encountered in their geographic area.  Teams should be re-evaluated every two years.


____





