	Clarkfork - Bitterroot SAR Dogs


Avalanche Search Standards


The test:


2 to 3 victims will be buried out of sight of the test team at a depth of 0.5 to 2 meters.  Scent will be allowed to rise for a minimum of 15 minutes before the team is called out.  The search will be conducted on actual or simulated avalanche deposition which is approximately 40 meters by 50 meters in area.  The site will be thoroughly contaminated with tracks and other surface scent and there will be one article buried beneath the surface.  There will be people standing around and working in the search area.  The team will be expected to cover the entire area quickly and efficiently.  





The handler must declare type of alert prior to the test.  Handler must be able to accurately verbalize dog’s actions.  For successful completion, the team must search the area, locate victims and give analysis of area.  When the dog makes an alert, the handler will mark the spot, call for shovelers and continue to search the area.  One victim will remain partially buried to give the dog his/her reward at the conclusion of the search.  It is not necessary, nor desired, for the dog to make an enthusiastic alert on the article.





	Test Rules





1.  Nothing belonging to the handler in the hole with the victim. 


     	2.  Handler will not dig holes.


3.  Victims will enter the area in a manner so that it is difficult for the dog to      track to the holes. 	


4.  People and articles in the area will be placed so as not to


   		     clue the dog or handler as to burial locations.


5.  All safety precautions for live burials will be observed.


6.  The test team and victims will not be on same radio


 		      frequency.


7.  The test area will be contaminated with tracks and disturbed with other                 “dummy holes.”


The test will conclude after 30 minutes have elapsed.


The proposed NASAR avalanche dog and handler expectations will be met prior to testing.


Dogs will have demonstrated the ability to work well with other dogs prior to testing.





	Safety Precautions for Live Burials





All victims will have a radio.


A safety officer will monitor the victims by radio and will know their        exact locations during the test.		


3.  Holes must be constructed with an adequate air space.


Victims should have a transceiver if desired, which may be            


     switched to transmit if needed.	


