PRELIMINARY REQUIREMENTS FOR TRACKING-TRAILING AND AREA CERTIFICATION 





Performance - General





1.  Handler.


A handler designated as an operational or mission ready member of the unit is cooperative and professional.  He has met the qualifications of the organization to be assigned search responsibilities and is able to control the dog at all times.  The handler should not participate in any search independent of the designated search management agency.





2.  Canine


The dog must be friendly with people and capable of being worked off lead (unless being used as a trailing dog).  The dog is expected to be sufficiently obedience trained, to be under the handler's control at all times, and capable of being controlled by others, if necessary.





Adaptability


Responding SAR Canine Teams should be able to search under all weather conditions, and shall be able to search during the night as well as during the day.  The dog teams should be able to work regardless of distracting conditions such as dust, noise, crowds, machinery, and the presence of other animals or humans.





Portability


The SAR Canine teams should be able to travel by boat, aircraft, and a variety of ground vehicles.  Training should include all transportation vehicles likely to be used by the unit.  Special training should be provided for operations in and around helicopters.





Equipment


The SAR  Canine/Handler Teams should be equipped and clothed in a manner consistent with the search terrain and weather conditions.  Except for very specialized equipment, the handler provides his own necessary gear to support himself and his dog for the duration of his assignment at the search.





Communication


The SAR Canine /Handler Unit should be licensed and equipped with their own portable communications network, if possible.  The frequencies used will most likely include 155.160 MHz.  The use of 155.160 MHz is encouraged so multiple units can work together.   





All personnel in the unit should be trained on proper communication protocol for their own use and for working with other agencies.  Proper protocol and etiquette should be practiced during training and carried over into actual missions.

















PRELIMINARY REQUIREMENTS FOR TRACKING-TRAILING AND AREA CERTIFICATION 





Performance Expectations - General 





A. Handler


Prior to being rated as an operational SAR Dog handler available to be assigned individual search responsibilities, the handler should meet the following criteria:








1).  Attitude





The handler must be able to recognize when either member of the team is not working efficiently and report that condition to his mission or task leader.


___





The handler is the leader of the team.  The handler's primary focus should be dedicated to finding the missing subject.  This may include doing tasks other than handling the dog if so requested by the search manager.  Such tasks may include carrying a litter or loading or unloading equipment.


___





The handler is a professional, whether paid or volunteer, and should act accordingly.


___





It is the handler's responsibility to control their dog and provide for its care and safety at all times.  If any behavior problems arise, it is the handler's responsibility to work with the dog and the unit to overcome any problems or remove the dog from service.


___





The handler and all members of the Unit should be able to interact and work effectively with other SAR resources.


___





Handlers should be cooperative with other members of their group and willingly assist in training others as well as themselves.


___








2)  Physical Condition





The handler must be in good physical condition and should be able to complete an assigned task.  The handler should be able to work a SAR dog in moderate terrain for a minimum of 8 hours for three consecutive days.


___











Communication / Record Keeping





The handler should be familiar with two way radio protocol and local requirements. 


___








The handler should maintain a regular training log which includes any training attended by the handler.  This log should include date, time, location, and type of training.  If the particular training is with the dog, the log must also include the type of terrain and ground cover, time of day, temperature, type and duration of problem, how the dog worked, successes, challenges, areas for improvement, and other information deemed appropriate.  This log should be maintained neatly and made available for any evaluator or user agency upon their request.


____








Medical Skills





The handler should successfully complete an American Red Cross "Standard First Aid" course or equivalent, an American Red Cross "CPR" course or equivalent, and understand basic canine first aid.





____  CPR completed		                   ____Standard First Aid (or equivalent)


____  Understanding of Canine First Aid





Navigation





The handler should be able to use a map and compass to navigate during the day or night, and identify and document the course taken during his search.


____





The handler should be able to read topographic maps and relate the actual terrain to the map.


____





The handler should be able to report to the command post, their location and the location of clues in terms of map coordinates.





____





The handler should understand and demonstrate search management strategy and tactics and work effectively within the management structure of a search.  At the end of their shift and / or at the end of the search, the handler should be willing and prepared to be debriefed by the Search Planning Section or the appropriate designee and be able to translate their search activity onto a Base map, including route taken, areas left uncovered, alerts, clues, wind direction, and probability of detection.


____


Survivability





The handler is responsible for the care of himself, his dog, any person with whom he is searching, and the subject when found.


____





The handler should successfully meet NASAR's SAR Tech II qualifications or  equivalent.  (NASAR SAR Tech III plus additional experience can substitute until testing opportunities can be arranged).


____





The handler should demonstrate the ability to survive 24 hours with his dog, using the contents of his day pack.  


____





Search Management





The handler should successfully complete courses such as the NASAR, "Managing the Lost Person Incident", or Emergency Response Institute's, "Managing the Search Function" or equivalent.  Completion of these courses is highly recommended but is not a requirement to be rated as an operational or mission ready handler.


____





Search Effectiveness





The handler should understand and be able to discuss appropriately, lost person characteristics.


____





The handler should be able to identify, via radio, the location of the subject when found, assess the physical condition of the subject, and request any necessary aid needed to remove the subject from harm's way.


____





If appropriate, the handler should be able to identify and protect the crime scene when a clue or the subject is found.


____





In an area search situation, the handler should be able to cover the area assigned and then be able to determine the probability of detection for his search area.


____





The handler should be able to describe how his dog behaves when a subject is located, and especially in the case of indirect finds.  


____














The handler should be able to describe how his dog alerts in a variety of circumstances.     


____





The handler should be able to recognize when either member of the team is not working efficiently and report that condition to his Mission or Team leader.


____





