CLARKFORK-BITTERROOT SAR DOGS


SCENT DISCRIMINATION/TRAILING STANDARDS





Prior to being rated as an operational SAR dog team, the NASAR Section II and Section III General Handler and Canine standards must be met. The following additional Handler, Dog, and Dog Team Expectations are also to be demonstrated either during actual Certification/Testing procedures, or in group workouts and practices.





HANDLER EXPECTATIONS





* Should demonstrate proficiency in collecting and handling scent material.





* If worked on lead, should be physically capable of handling a 25-30 foot lead in rough and varied terrain and handling their dog on trails of 3 to 4 hour's duration.





* Should be capable of assisting their dog over or under fences, across streams or breaks in the terrain.





* Should be knowledgeable about and aware of visual clues in the urban and wilderness environments.





* Should be able to recognize when their dog needs a break from trailing especially in hot weather.





* Should be able to describe how their dog behaves when a subject is located.





* Should be able to recognize "pool" scent and be able to assist their dog out of it if necessary.





DOG EXPECTATIONS





* Should demonstrate the ability to "take scent" from a variety of scent articles such as wood, metal, soil or any material presented to it by the handler whether it is "bagged" or in contact with a larger object such as a door handle, window sill, footprint on the trail, or car seat.





* Should be able to find the "most recent trail" of a subject leaving the area from a contaminated area at least 100 feet in diameter.





* Should demonstrate a willingness to resume trailing after being rested by the handler without being re-scented.





* Should be able to "identify" the subject it is trailing from a group of not less than three people.





* Should be able to work its way out of "pool scent".





* Should be physically capable and motivated to run a trail of 3 to 4 hours duration with rest breaks as deemed necessary by the handler.








DOG TEAM EXPECTATIONS





* The team should be able to follow a trail to locate and accurately identify the subject.  The handler will be able to tell when the dog is no longer working the trail or if the subject has entered a vehicle.  Once located, the handler will notify base of the find, accurately identify the location on the map, assess the medical condition of the subject(s), and assist if necessary in removing the subject(s) from the area.  The handler will protect any crime scene as appropriate.





*In addition to the requirements stated previously, the dog and handler as a team should have successfully passed field evaluations which occur in their normal geographical area of work and which replicate situations they are likely to encounter and be re-evaluated every two years. (See Testing Sheets)


�
CLARKFORK-BITTERROOT SAR DOGS


SCENT DISCRIMINATION/TRAILING TESTS FOR NEW CERTIFICATIONS





NIGHT TRAIL


 A night trail which is 6 to 8 hours old, approximately one half (1/2) mile in length, over varied terrain, in a rural or semi-rural environment.  It will cross at least one road (paved or gravel) or stream.  It may or may not follow a wood's trail and shall have at least one turn.





WILDERNESS TRAIL


A wilderness trail which is 18 to 24 hours old, one mile or more in length through varied terrain and vegetation.  It will follow a dirt road or trail for part of it, have at least three turns and generally meander as a lost person may do.  If the area is not subject to foot traffic, two deliberate fresh cross trails will be set just prior to beginning the evaluation.  The subject will be concealed and not readily visible from 50 feet.  





URBAN/SUBURBAN TRAIL


 An urban  setting which is not less than 12 and not more than 24 hours old, not less than one mile or more than 1.5 miles in length.  It should travel over a variety of surfaces including pavement, grass (field), foot trails and sidewalks, should follow a meandering pattern, and should have at least six turns.  It should include such distractions as dumpsters, large air conditioning units, parked cars, and light vehicle and pedestrian traffic.  The subjects should not be visible from the direction of the trail, i.e., in a doorway or behind an obstacle.





TESTING RULES


Two (or more) individuals should set trails.  If a minimum of two subjects is not available at the start, one person may set the trail as long as there are three subjects at the end for scent discrimination. .  The handler must articulate the dog's indication of the proper subject to the evaluator.   In all cases, the handler will be provided with bagged scent material from one of the trail layers.  The handler will not be informed of the identity of the owner.  There is no time limit for the evaluation as long as the dog is working.  The team is allowed one restart if the handler decides the dog is not working properly.  The team must follow the path taken by the subject, giving consideration to the weather conditions, wind direction and traffic.  The handler must be able to approximate the route of travel  on a map and provide an assessment of the work of the dog.  The dog must identify the proper subject at the end of the trail. 





EVALUATORS





There will be at least two evaluators for the field tests, one of whom should be an operational scent discriminating / trailing search dog handler from the same unit or one from a unit which works in similar circumstances.  The other may be from a user agency. In the event the Unit is newly forming and has no operational handlers, the Unit may use operational handlers from nearby units. Evaluators will not assist the handler in any way including, but not limited to coaching, directing, interfering or handling the dog.  Any assistance given by any evaluator will be taken as an unsuccessful attempt of the dog team and the trail being worked. The evaluators will not talk to the handler once the team has started working unless:





a) The team has completely wandered away from the trail with no indication of returning to the trail.


b) Either the evaluator or the handler stops the team.


c) The evaluators identify a dangerous obstacle or practice and must warn the handler.


d) The dog has reached the end of the trail and positively identifies the trail layer.





RE-EVALUATIONS





One of the training officers or operational members of the unit using the third example trail should evaluate all dog/handler teams every two years.  This evaluation should be conducted within 60 days of the anniversary of the previous successful completion of the requirements and evolution to operational dog handler status.  In addition, any operational dog which is out of service for more than 90 days should be evaluated by the training officer or operational handler. Also,  any renewable certificates, including but not limited to first aid, and/or CPR, must be current.


�
SCENT DISCRIMINATION - Night Trail


EVALUATION CHECKLIST


HANDLER/DOG:				BREED:			DATE:


PLACE:					WEATHER:			TEMP:


EVALUATORS:				


TIME STARTED:				TIME FINISHED:





Handler Skills							YES    NO


Does handler have plan of action?				 1  2  3  4  5


Does handler communicate well with base?			 1  2  3  4  5


Does handler handle scent article adequately?			 1  2  3  4  5


Does handler use map and compass adequately for the 


situation?								 1  2  3  4  5


Does handler recognize when the dog has a trail?		 1  2  3  4  5


Does handler recognize when the dog has lost the trail? 	1  2  3  4  5


Is handler alert to visual clues?				  	1  2  3  4  5


Does handler maintain control of dog?		 	  	1  2  3  4  5


Does handler adjust search for nighttime conditions?	  	1  2  3  4  5


Does handler maintain orientation in the dark?		  	1  2  3  4  5


Does handler reward dog adequately?				1  2  3  4  5


Does handler rest dog adequately?				1  2  3  4  5





Comments:





Dog Skills


Is dog motivated to trail?	  				  	1  2  3  4  5


Does dog trail without being led/directed by handler?	  	1  2  3  4  5


Does dog respond well to command?				1  2  3  4  5


Does dog avoid distractions?					1  2  3  4  5


Does dog attempt to refind trail after over-running a 


turn?									1  2  3  4  5


Does dog return to trailing after it has been stopped for  


any reason?								1  2  3  4  5


Does dog identify the subject adequately?			1  2  3  4  5





Comments:





Dog/Handler Team


Do dog and handler appear to be at ease together?	  	1  2  3  4  5


Do dog and handler make an effective team?		  	1  2  3  4  5





Comments:








						PASS         RE-TAKE?


SCENT DISCRIMINATION - Rural/Wilderness/Urban


EVALUATION CHECKLIST


HANDLER/DOG:			BREED:			DATE:


PLACE:				WEATHER:			TEMP:


EVALUATORS:


TIME STARTED:			TIME FINISHED:





Handler Skills							YES    NO


Does handler have plan of action?				1  2  3  4  5


Does handler communicate well with base?			1  2  3  4  5


Does handler handle scent article adequately?			1  2  3  4  5


Does handler use map and compass adequately for the 


situation?								1  2  3  4  5


Does handler recognize when the dog has a trail?		1  2  3  4  5


Does handler recognize when the dog has lost the 


trail?									1  2  3  4  5


Is handler alert to visual clues?					1  2  3  4  5


Does handler maintain control of dog?		 		1  2  3  4  5


Does handler reward dog adequately?				1  2  3  4  5


Does handler rest dog adequately?				1  2  3  4  5





Comments:





Dog Skills


Is dog motivated to trail?						1  2  3  4  5


Does dog trail without being led/directed by handler?		1  2  3  4  5


Does dog respond well to command?				1  2  3  4  5


Does dog avoid distractions?					1  2  3  4  5


Does dog attempt to refind trail after over-running a 


turn?									1  2  3  4  5


Does dog return to trailing after it has been stopped 


for any reason?							1  2  3  4  5


Does dog identify the subject adequately?			1  2  3  4  5





Comments:





Dog/Handler Team


Do dog and handler appear to be at ease together?		1  2  3  4  5


Do dog and handler make an effective team?			1  2  3  4  5





Comments:








