Clarkfork - Bitterroot SAR Dogs


Water Search Certification





Two tests will be given as part of the water search certification process.  The tests will include both a shore test and a boat test.  Prior to testing, the team should meet the proposed NASAR dog and handler expectations as outlined.  The handler will provide documentation of previous water problems and documentation of the dog’s ability to travel safely in a boat.  Note that the NASAR prerequisites require prior certification in area search/wilderness rural.  Teams will recertify every two years.  Recertification will involve either one of the two tests (either the shore or boat test).





SHORE SEARCH:


The search area will be approximately 100 yards in length and will extend no more than 15 feet from the shore.  A cadaver sample will be placed in water near the shore.  The shoreline could be the edge of a lake, pond, river, or creek.  The dog should successfully indicate the sample within ten feet (“with due compensation for current and wind conditions”).   The cadaver sample should be submerged out of sight of the handler prior to the start of the evaluation.  If wind and weather conditions permit, such evaluation should be conducted in an area where the prevailing wind is directly perpendicular to the shore and off the water.  


Depth should be at least 6 inches to one foot below the surface.





BOAT SEARCH:


The search area should be approximately 2 to 4 acres of open water (lake, river, etc.).  The dog and handler will work from a boat operated by a second person.  The dog should locate cadaver material and/or diver hidden at a depth of at least 10 to 15 feet under water.  The cadaver material and/or diver should be submerged out of sight of the handler prior to the start of the evaluation.   All appropriate safety precautions should be followed including use of PFDs.  The divers safety will be of primary concern.  The dog must be non-aggressive to divers.





The dog should ignore any humans on the shore or in other boats and should alert in a readable and accurate manner.  The alert should be apparent to the handler and observers.   The alert may consist of barking, whining, scratching, etc.  The dog must pinpoint the location of the diver/cadaver material.  The dog should not make false alerts during the test and should thoroughly search the area in the time allowed.  The dog should be at ease while searching from a boat.





The handler will be tested on how the area is searched (how area is grid-searched according to wind direction, etc.).  The handler should be able to direct the boat operator to effectively cover the area.  The handler should correctly interpret the dog’s alert.  Handler should locate the alert, discuss POD, and plot on a map when he/she returns to shore.  The handler will tell evaluators the type of alert the dog will make prior to the beginning of the test.





For purposes of recertification, either shore or boat test may be used.  Prior to initial testing, the dog will have demonstrated an ability to work with/locate divers.  Documentation should be provided through training l
